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The  Last  Day  of  Assembling  in  the  Old  Meeting  House 
of  the  South  Parish,  Ipswich,  Mass.,  Dec.  31,  1837. 

The  Record  of  Rev.  Daniel  Fitz: 

Dec.  31.  1837,  being  v^abbath,  the  house  of  worship  built 
in  1747,  was  occupied  for  the  last  time. 

In  the  forenoon,  Rev.  Mr  Sawyer,  of  Saugus.  preached 
from  Hcb   xiii,  14:  "  For  we  have  no  continuing  city." 

In  the  afternoon,  the  Pastor,  [Rev.  Daniel  Fitz  ]  preach- 
ed from  Nu:  ix,  17:  "And  when  the  cloud  was  taken  up, 
then  a^ter  that  the  children  of  I^^rael  journeyed." 

An  Original  Hymn  was  sung,  composed  by  Nathaniel 
Lord,  Jr. 

The  day  was  solemn.  Tears  were  shed  on  bidding  fare- 
well to  the  time-honored  house  of  worship. 


Numbers  ix,  17.  When  the  cloud  was  taken  up  from  the  tabernacle,  then 
afler  that  the  children  of  Israel  journeyed. 

We  have  most  of  us,  my  beloved  hearers,  assembled  in 
this  house  of  God  in  times  that  are  past  under  different 
circumstances  and  with  various  feelings.  Our  joys  and 
our  s  irro.vs  we  have  mingled  within  these  venerable  walls. 
But  we  come  together  at  this  hour  on  an  occasion  differing 
from  any  other  on  which  we  have  ever  trodden  these  sacred 
courts.    On  all  other  Sabbaths  on  which  duty  toward  our 
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God  and  toward  ourselves  has  summoned  us  here,  we  have 
still  expected  another  opportunity  of  paying  our  devotions 
around  this  holy  altar.  But  now,  we  assemble  in  a  public 
manner  for  the  purpose  of  worshipping  the  Father  of  our 
spirits  for  the  last  time.  The  sacred  services  of  the  sanc- 
tuary are  to  be  performed  here  no  more.  In  solemn  assem- 
bly, united  prayer  is  no  more  to  be  offered  up  to  him  who 
dwells  in  the  heavens.  The  praises  of  our  God  and  the 
Lamb  are  to  cease.  The  messages  of  heaven,  the  doctrines 
of  eternal  truth  are  not  again  to  be  dispensed  from  this 
sacred  place. 

No  special  signal,  no  cloud  from  on  high,  has  appeared 
to  direct  this  people  lo  leave  their  ancient  house  of  wor- 
ship, and  to  prepare  another  in  which  they  may  hope  to 
secure  the  presence  and  blessing  of  God.  But  still  under 
the  smiles  of  a  guardian  providence,  they  have  been  ena- 
bled to  accomplish  this  object.  If  they  have  been  actuated 
by  right  motives,  if  in  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  they  have 
made,  they  have  had  in  view  the  glory  of  their  God  and 
the  precious  interests  of  the  immortal  soul,  they  may  hope 
that  the  blessing  of  heaven  will  attend  them. 

About  to  bid  farewell  to  this  house,  erected  by  our  ven- 
erated fathers,  it  is  suitable  that  we  should  look  back  to 
the  origin  of  this  religious  society,  and  fix  our  eye  on 
some  of  those  events,  which  have  taken  place  during  a  long 
series  of  years ;  events  which  are  fitted  both  to  interest 
our  minds  and  to  move  our  hearts.  The  past  dealings  of 
God  with  men,  his  interpositions  in  favor  of  the  church, 
the  blessings  temporal  and  spiritual,  which  he  bestowed 
on  our  fathers,  are  suited  to  awaken  our  gratitude  and  to 
strengthen  our  confidence  in  him. 

We  often  find  ancient  saints  reviewing  the  providential 
events  of  former  years.    Says  the  Psalmist:  "I  have  con- 
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sidered  the  days  of  old,  the  years  of  ancient  times."  **I 
will  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord:  surely  I  will  re- 
member thy  wonders  of  old.  I  will  meditate  also  of  all 
thy  work,  and  talk  of  thy  doings.  Thy  way,  O  God,  is  in 
the  sanctuary  :  who  is  so  great  a  God  as  our  God  !  Thou 
art  the  God  that  doest  wonders  :  thou  hast  declared  thy 
strength  among  the  people," 

There  was  but  one  congregational  church  in  this  part  of 
Ipswich,  until  the  formatii  n  of  ihe  South  Church  Fcr 
more  than  one  hundred  years  a  pastor  and  teacher  were 
employed  to  perform  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  connec- 
tion with  the  First  Church  and  congregation.  They  lab- 
ore.l  together  as  associate  pastors  and  ministers  of  the 
Word.  December  2d,  1746,  it  appears  on  record,  "sixty- 
eight  persons  of  the  First  Parish,  agree  as  a  meaub  of  com- 
posing differences,  to  become  incorporated  and  erect  a 
meeting  house  on  the  green  South  of  the  river,  and  settle 
Mr  John  Walley,  if  he  will,  or  some  other  candidate." 

Mr.  Walley  was  invited  to  preach  as  a  candidate  for 
settlement  as  an  associate  with  Rev.  Nathaniel  Rogtrs, 
pastor  of  the  First  Church.  Having  officiated  for  several 
months  in  this  capacity,  he  "received  a  call  from  a  large 
majority  of  the  church  and  congregation."  Objections, 
however,  were  made  to  his  settlement,  on  the  part  of  the 
minority,  and  especially  on  the  part  of  Rev.  Mr  Rogers. 
These  objections  did  not  arise  from  any  want  of  confidence 
in  his  piety,  or  talents,  or  correctness  of  doctrinal  opinions  ; 
but  from  a  difference  of  sentiment  in  regard  to  some  prac- 
tical m  itters  of  an  ecclesiastical  kind.  The  consequence 
was  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Walley 
separated  themselves  from  the  First  Parish,  and  formed 
themselves  into  a  new  society.    This  church  was  organ- 
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ized  July  21st,  1747.  Twentj^-two  males  became  connected 
with  it  at  its  formation.  How  many  females  became  mem- 
bers at  this  time,  the  records  do  noi  inform  us.  On  the  23d 
of  November  following,  twelve  males  were  added,  making 
thirty-four  in  all.  From  the  best  information  that  can  be 
obtained,  it  appears  that  there  were  at  least  one  hundred 
females  ;  and  of  course  the  whole  church,  soon  after  its 
organization,  did  not  fall  much  below  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  Among  the  first  members  of  the  church,  we  find 
names  that  are  yet  common  in  this  place: — Appleton, 
Choate,  Foster,  Kimball,  Manning,  Potter,  Ross,  Smith 
and  Wade. 

Thomas  Berry,  some  of  whose  distant  connections  are 
still  resident  here,  was  the  first  signer  of  the  church  Cove- 
nant. He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  efficiency, 
and  usefulness  in  connection  with  the  newly  formed  church 
and  society. 

Early  measures  were  taken  to  secure  a  pastor.  We  find 
the  following  record  touching  that  subject  : 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  South  Church  in  Ipswich  at  the 
Dwelling  House  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Crocker,  on  Friday  the 
7th  of  August,  1747,  Col.  Berry,  President:  After  Prayer 
to  the  Head  of  the  Church  for  Direction  in  the  choice  of  a 
Gospel  Minister  : 

Voted,  unanimously,  that  Mr.  John  Walley  be  &  hereby 
is  chosen  the  Pastor  of  this  church." 

On  the  17th  day  of  October  following,  Mr.  Walley  ans- 
wered this  call  in  the  affirmative.  His  answer  affords  evi- 
dence that  he  had  some  just  conception  of  the  greatness 
and  sacredness  of  the  work  on  which  he  was  about  to  enter. 
Expressing  his  humble  hope  that  the  glorious  Head  of  the 
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Church  had  brought  him  into  a  vital,  saving  union  with 
himself  ;  and  that  by  the  special  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  he  was  inclined  to  engage  in  a  work  so  arduous  and 
so  responsible,  he  consented  to  take  upon  him  the  pastoral 
office  in  this  place.  ,  , 

The  4th  day  of  November  following  was  appointed  for 
the  ordination.  ''The  churches  voted  to  be  sent  for  are — 
The  first  church  in  Ipswich,  Dr.  Sewall's  church  in  Bos- 
ton, Mr  Appleton's  in  Cambridge,  Mr.  Chipman's  in  Bev- 
erly, Mr,  Warren's  in  Wenham,  Mr.  Wigglesworth's  in 
Ipswich,  Mr.  Jewett's  in  Rowley,  Mr.  Emerson's  in  Tops- 
field,  &  Mr  Chandler's  in  Rowley." 

The  ordination    solemnity  took  place  on  the  day  set 

apart  for  the  purpose,  "in  the  meeting  house  belonging 

to  the  first  Parish  in  Ipswich,  the  meetinghonse  belonging 
to  the  South  Parish  not  being  yet  in  sufficient  Forwardness 
for  assembling,  the  Frame  having  been  but  lately  raised, 
&  the  public  solemnity  was  carried  on  in  the  following 
manner  : — The  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton,  of  Cambridge,  began 
with  Prayer.  Mr.  Walley"  [according  to  the  practice  of 
that  day,]  "preached.  Text,  Heb.  xiii,  17,  They  watch  for 
your  Souls  as  /hey  that  must  give  Account.  The  church  hav- 
ing publickly  renewed  their  Call.  &  Mr.  Walley  having 
publickly  renewed  his  Acceptance  of  it,  &  other  Things, 
as  usual,  having  been  mentioned,  the  Presbytery  laying 
their  Hands  on  his  Head,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sewall,  of  Boston, 
prayed,  then  gave  the  Charge,  &  prayed  again  ;  &  then 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wigglesworth  of  Ipswich  Hamlet  gave  the 
right  Hand  of  Fellowship  ;  after  which  Mr.  Walley  ap- 
pointed to  be  sung  the  concluding  part  of  the  118  Psalm, 
which  was  sung  accordingly,  &  then  he  pronounced  the 
Blessing,  &  so  the  solemnity  concluded." 
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Mr.  Walley  appears  to  hav^e  gone  forward  in  the  work  of 
the  ministry  for  several  years  acceptably  and  usefully,  in- 
terrupted by  several  attacks  of  disease,  some  of  which  took 
him  away  for  a  considerable  period  from  the  regular  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties.  In  reference  to  a  season  of 
protracted  illness,  I  find  the  following  record  : 

"  Voted,  that  this  Church  will  solemnize  a  Day  of  pub- 
lick  Fasting  &  Prayer,  on  Account  of  the  Frowns  of  Di- 
vine Providence  upon  them  in  the  long  continued  bodily 
weakness  of  their  Pastor,  humbly  to  ask  of  God,  that  if  it 
be  consistent  with  the  Divine  Will,  his  bodily  Health  & 
Strength  niay  be  restored,  that  they  may  again  enjoy  his 
publick  Administrations,  &  humbly  to  implore  the  abun- 
dant Effusions  of  his  Holy  Spirit  upon  them,  that  they 
may  rightly  improve  his  Dispensation,  &  bring  forth  the 
Fruits  of  Righteousness." 

In  accordance  with  this  vote,  six  neighboring  clergymen 
were  invited  to  be  present.  One  sermon  was  preached  on 
the  occasion,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  was  spent  in 
prayer.  Here  we  see  a  disposition  to  acknowledge  the 
hand  of  God  in  affliction,  and  to  look  to  him  for  the  inter- 
position of  his  power  and  his  mercy.  Were  not  the  people 
of  God  formerly  more  careful  to  observe  his  hand  in  events 
both  joyous  and  grievous,  than  they  are  at  the  present 
day  ?  And  were  they  not  consequently  more  faithful  in 
presenting  their  petitions  before  the  throne? 

After  having  been  the  pastor  of  this  chureh  for  nearly 
seventeen  j^ears,  Mr  Walley,  finding  himself  unable  by 
reason  of  his  slender  health  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
ministry  with  comfort  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  people,  requested  a  dismission.  This  was  granted 
February  22.  1764.  As  far  as  appears,  the  people  enter- 
tained kind  feelings  towards  him  ;  and  many  were  deeply 
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affected  by  the  dissolving  of  tender  ties  that  had  so  long 
bound  them  together.  As  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the 
records,  thirty-three  persons  were  added  to  the  church 
during  Mr.  Walley's  ministry.  In  his  will,  he  left  a  legacy 
in  the  following  terms  : 

I  give  as  a  token  of  my  love  to  the  South  Parish  in 
Ipswich,  of  which  I  was  many  years  pastor,  ^13,  6,  8,  to 
be  paid  to  the  Pastor  and  Deacons  of  the  church  in  said 
parish,  as  Trustees:  the  yearly  income  to  be  laid  out  in 
common  Bibles,  to  be  by  them  given  to  such  persons  in 
the  parish  as  they  shall  judge  the  fittest  objects  of  such 
charity." 

By  means  of  this  legacy  a  large  number  of  Bibles  have 
been  distributed  ;  and  now  the  sum  of  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  Trustees  is  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  legacy 
when  received.  Happy  must  that  good  man  be,  if  per- 
mitted to  welcome  to  the  abodes  of  the  blessed,  some  who 
shall  have  been  guided  there  by  the  Bible  put  into  their 
hands  by  his  beneficence  ! 

Mr.  Walley  removed  to  Bolton,  where  he  had  the  charge 
of  a  people  for  a  few  years  ;  and  died  at  length  in  Roxbury 
in  1784,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  "Blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord." 

We  have  no  account  of  the  dedication  of  this  house  of 
worship.  We  find  the  simple  fact  recorded  that,  May  22, 
1748,  was  the  first  Sabbath  on  which  public  exercises  were 
held  in  it. 

It  is  a  fact  worth  relating,  that  the  fourth  individual 
baptized  in  this  sanctuary,  is  now  present,*  that  he  is 
ninety  years  of  age  ;  and  that  he  became  connected 
with  this  church  three  years  since. 

*Jacob  Manning,  son  of  Joseph  Manning,  baptized  Aug.  4,  1 748;  joined  the 
church  Jan.  4,  1835,  died  May  7,  1842,  aged  ninety-five  years. 
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The  second  paslor  of  this  church  was  known  by  a  large 
proportion  of  those  who  are  accustomed  to  worship  here. 
Rev.  Joseph  Dana,  D.  D.,  was  born  at  Pomfret,  Connecti- 
cut, November  2d,  1742,  and  was  graduated  at  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1760,  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  commenced 
preaching  before  he  was  twenty-one.  He  came  to  Ipswich 
in  1764,  and  supplied  this  pulpit  nearly  a  year  and  a  half 
before  his  ordination, — which  took  place  Nov.  7,  1765. 

The  churches  called  to  aid  in  the  solemnities  of  ordina- 
tion were  the  First  in  Ipswich,  the  First  and  Second  in 
Rowley,  those  in  Byfield,  Topsfield  and  Linebrook.  The 
Council 

"  Voted,  that  the  Rev.  John  Emerson  begin  the  public 
service  with  prayer  ;  that  the  Rev.  Moses  Parsons  preach 
the  sermon.  [Text,  Acts  xvi,  17,  The  same  followed  Paul 
and  us,  and  cried,  saying,  these  men  are  the  servants  of 
the  most  high  God,  which  shew  unto  us  the  way  of  salva- 
tion.] That  the  Rev.  James  Chandler  pray  before  the 
Charge,  and  introduce  the  solemnity  by  putting  the  neces- 
sary questions  to  the  church  and  to  Mr.  Dana,  and  taking 
the  respective  answers ;  that  the  Rev.  Jedidiah  Jewett  give 
the  charge  :  that  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Rogers  give  the 
Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  ;  and  that  the  Rev.  George 
Leslie  make  the  Concluding  Prayer. " 

It  may  here  be  observed  that  in  the  call  and  settlement 
of  Dr.  Dana,  the  church  and  society  were  not  unanimous. 
This  was  owing  chiefly,  if  not  wholly  to  two  causes.  One 
was  a  division  to  some  extent  among  themselves  in  regard 
to  subjects  in  relation  to  which  he  had  no  concern.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  men.  divided  in  opinions  on  some 
points,  are  not  ready  to  unite  in  other  things,  even  though 
their  duty,  their  interest,  and  their  inclinations  under 
other  circumstances  would  lead  them  to  do  it.    The  other 
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cause  of  a  want  of  unanimity  was  a  fear  that  his  voice, 
naturally  feeble,  could  not  be  so  distinctly  heard  as  to 
produce  all  the  effect  usually  expected  from  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  he 
who  was  emphatically  a  peace-maker,  was  instrumental  in 
removing  existing  alienations  ;  that  he  soon  gained  the 
confidence  and  friendship  of  those  who  had  stood  aloof  ; 
and  that  others  when  they  became  more  accustomed  to  his 
voice  in  public  speaking,  did  not  realize  the  difficulties 
from  this  source,  which  they  had  anticipated.  In  the  course 
of  a  few  years.  Dr.  Dana  secured,  in  an  unusual  degree, 
both  the  confidence  and  the  affections  of  his  people.  He 
had  one  uniform  course  of  action,  and  this  was  the  result 
of  mature  judgment,  settled  principles,  and  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  accomplish  the  greatest  good.  He  became  all  things 
to  all  men,  in  the  sense  of  the  apostle  and  in  no  other 
sense.  No  desire  to  please  his  people,  no  fear  of  meeting 
difficulties  and  suffering  reproach,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved, could  induce  him  to  desist  from  going  forward  in 
the  way  where  a  sense  of  duty  called  him  to  walk ;  nor 
from  such  or  any  consideration  could  he  be  persuaded  to 
lend  his  influence  in  favor  of  any  course  which  he  did  not 
think  would  be  promotive  of  the  general  good. 

He  entertained  exalted  opinions  of  the  sacredness  and 
the  importance  of  the  ministerial  office.  He  was  anxious 
that  all  who  should  sustain  this  office,  should  be  scribes 
well  instructed.  He  regarded  an  enlightened  and  devoted 
ministry  as  of  vast  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom  and  the  salvation  of  men.  He  was 
himself  a  very  unwearied  and  successful  student  of  the 
Bible.  "  How  rich,"  said  Rev.  Mr.  Crowell  in  his  funeral 
sermon,  "were  his  public  discourses,  in  scriptural  theolo- 
gy, sound  instruction,  and   persuasive  exhortation,  ex- 
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presst'd  in  language  simple  and  pure,  and  in  a  style  grave, 
perspicuous,  and  forcible  !  How  pleasing  and  edifying 
was  his  private  conversation  !  Few,  if  any,  could  be  long 
in  his  coQipany,  without  receiving  at  least  some  valuable 
hint,  some  increase  of  light,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  of  which  he  was  himself  both  a  diligent 
student  and  a  sound  interpreter," 

Dr.  Dana  loved  the  sanctuary.  He  loved  the  pulpit. 
He  loved  prayer  ;  and  all  the  duties  of  his  sacred  office. 
He  loved  his  people.  He  loved  their  souls  for  whose  im- 
mortal welfare  he  so  long  and  faithfully  labored.  Re- 
marks, my  beloved  hearers,  in  regard  to  the  life  and  min- 
istry of  your  late  venerable  pastor,  might  be  greatly  ex- 
tended. But  I  am  aware  that  I  am  speaking  to  those  who 
were  brought  up  under  his  ministry.  He  was  a  living 
epistle,  known  and  read  by  you  all. 

So  long  a  ministry  is  very  unusual.  Amid  the  changes 
which  obviously  have  become  too  frequent,  and  amid  the 
ravages  which  death  too  often  makes,  the  usual  period 
during  which  one  has  remained  pastor  of  the  same  flock, 
has  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  averaged  from  twenty 
to  thirty  years.  But  Dr,  Dana  was  pastor  of  the  same 
church  sixty-two  years,  and  he  preached  to  the  same  peo- 
ple more  than  sixty- three  years. 

In  connection  with  these  remarks,  an  important  fact 
may  be  stated  :  Few  religious  societies  in  this  age  of 
novelty  and  of  error,  have  remained  so  unbroken  as  this. 
Few,  comparatively  have  left  it  to  connect  themselves  witH 
other  denominations.  Few  have  renounced  the  principles 
of  evangelical  Congregationalism, — principles  which  the 
pious  pilgrims  endured  so  much  that  they  might  enjoy  un- 
molested ;  principles  which  have  sustained  so  many  of  our 
fathers  on  the  bed  of  death,  and  which  have  lighted  their 
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way  to  heavenly  mansions.  This  may  be  accounted  for,  in 
part,  from  that  stable  and  thoughtful  character,  which 
has  long  prevailed  among  this  people  ;  but  may  we  not 
justly  conclude  that  it  is  owing  more  especially  to  the 
character  and  long  continuance  of  the  ministry  of  their 
late  senior  pastor?  Here  was  a  judicious,  elevating  moral 
power,  exerted  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  what 
other  than  has  been  experienced,  would  be  expecttd  as  ap- 
propriate and  happy  results?  How  much  you  owe,  my 
hearers,  for  your  steadfastness  in  the  faith,  for  your  attach- 
ment to  the  principles  of  your  fathers,  for  the  present 
measure  of  religious  prosperity  which  you  enjoy,  to  the 
tender  and  faithful  instructions  of  your  venerated,  departed 
pastor,  will  only  be  known  when  the  books  shall  be  opened 
and  the  revelations  of  the  last  day  shall  be  made  ! 

In  his  Sixtieth  Anniversary  Sermon,  Dr.  Dana  in  a  few 
words  gives  some  of  the  results  of  his  ministry,  which  are 
as  follows  :  "We  are  called  to  note  with  greiU  tharikful- 
ness  that  some  mercy-drops  at  different  seasons  have  been 
granted  to  us;  and  that  between  May  1798,  and  May  1801,  ' 
fifty  were  added  to  the  communion ;  twenty-five  since;  and 
that  the  whole  number  of  additions  since  1765  is  121." 

During  sixty  years  Dr.  Dana  preached  to  this  people 
with  but  very  little  interruption.  Very  seldom  was  this 
house  closed  on  the  Sabbath  for  that  long  period.  He 
was  accustomed  to  exchange  comparatively  but  little. 
This  was  especially  true  in  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  his 
ministry.  During  one  year  he  preached  forty-seven  Sab- 
baths and  an  half  out  of  fifty-two.  In  his  day,  extra  meet- 
ings were  not  so  common  as  they  are  now,  and  ministers 
were  not  so  much  called  abroad  to  take  part  in  helping 
forward  various  benevolent  operations  and  otherwise  con- 
tributing to  promote  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness. 
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He  tlierelore  bent  all  his  enerj^ies  to  the  stud}'  of  the  Bible 
;in(l  to  his  preparation  for  the  pulpit.  In  this  sacred  place 
how  various  and  rich  were  the  instructions  given  I  What 
an  amount  of  gospel  truth  has  been  dispensed  here  by  one 
man  in  the  presence  of  dying  and  accountable  creatures  1 
How  interesting  the  thought  that  to  many  it  was  the  savor 
of  life  unto  life  ! 

During  the  year  1S25,  when  Dr.  Dana  was  eighty-three 
}ears  of  age,  it  was  kindly  suggested  to  him  that  it  might 
be  desirable  that  he  should  have  assistance  in  his  work  and 
ministry.  He  was  remarkably  active  for  one  who  had  seen 
more  than  fourscore  years.  He  was  able  to  preach  every 
Sabbath  ;  and  was  accustomed  to  visit  his  people,  -though 
not  so  frequently  as  formerly.  The  sick  and  the  afflicted 
were  the  special  objects  of  his  care  :  with  them  he  mingled 
his  sympathies  and  his  prayers.  Having  deliberated  on 
the  question,  and  having  learned  the  wishes  of  his  parish- 
ioners, he  cheerfully  acceded,  though  not  without  painful 
emotions.  His  compliance  did  honor  to  his  judgment  and 
his  heart.  Most  men  under  similar  circumstances  would 
not  have  been  inclined  to  yield  to  such  a  proposal. 

The  present  pastor  while  a  member  of  the  Senior  Class 
in  the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Andover,  visited  Ipswich 
in  the  autumn  of  1825,  by  the  request  of  Dr.  Dana,  and 
preached  one  sermon  in  his  pulpit.  This  service  was  per- 
formed with  cheerfulness  in  aid  of  a  venerable  minister  of 
Christ,  with  no  expectation  on  the  part  of  him  who  per- 
formed it  that  he  would  ever  again  stand  on  this  holy 
ground.  Application  was  soon  unitedly  made  from  the 
pastor  and  people,  that  he  would  return  and  supply  the 
pulpit  for  a  few  Sabbaths.  After  fulfilling  an  engagement 
in  another  state,  this  'request  was   complied    with,  his 
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la1)ors  commencing  the  third  Sabbath  in  the  following 
December,  (about  twelve  years  since,)  and  continuing 
with  some  interruption  till  the  last  of  March  ;  when  a 
unanimous  call  from  the  church  and  parish  was  given  him, 
to  become  colleagr.e  pastor.  An  affirmative  answer  was 
given  to  this  invitation. 

The  call  was  presented  by  the  hand  of  the  late  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Lord  :  he  being  the  oldest  man  in  the  parish, 
and  the  only  person  living  who  was  an  acting  member  of 
t-ie  society  at  the  settlement  of  Dr.  Dana,  in  1765. 

The  ordination  took  place  June  28,  1826.  The  exercises 
on  that  occasion  were  as  follows: 

The  Introductory  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Crow- 
ell,  of  Essex.  The  Sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Daniel  Dana,  of  Newburyport.  Text:  Acts  xx,  26, 
Wherefore  I  take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  free 
from  the  blood  of  all  men  The  Consecrating  Pra\er  was 
off  red  i)y  Rev  S  anu.l  Dana,  of  M  nbleliead.  The  Charge 
was  given  by  Rev.  Dr.  Dana,  the  Seni(jr  Pastor,  The 
Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  was  presented  by  Rev.  D.  T. 
Kimball,  of  Ipswich.  The  Address  to  the  People  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Parker,  of  Derry,  N.  H.,  and  the 
Concluding  Pra^^er  was  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Felt,  of 
Hamilton. 

The  senior  and  junior  pastors  walked  together  in  love, 
until  death  dissolved  the  endearing  and  important  con- 
nection ;  the  former  ever  acting  the  part  of  a  kind  and 
tender  father,  the  latter  endeavoring  to  act  the  part  of  a 
son.  The  senior  pastor  did  not  cease  to  preach  and  to  per- 
form pistoral  duties,  while  life  was  spared  him.  He 
preached  about  one  sermon  in  four  wrecks  during  the  year 
and  a  halt  thai  he  survived,  after  receiving  the  aid  of  a 
colleague. 
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It  was  his  constant  and  earnest  prayer  that  he  "might  in 
some  way  be  useful  to  the  last  day  of  his  life.  His  petitions 
in  this  respect  were  answered.  He  was  able  to  study,  and 
preach,  and  perform  other  active  service,  in  a  manner  very 
unusual  for  one  so  far  advanced  in  years. 

Two  Sabbaths  before  his  departure  he  preached  a  ser- 
mon, that  contained,  he  stated,  some  of  the  last  things  he 
was  desirous  of  saying  to  his  people  before  he  should 
leave  them.  The  last  Sabbath  he  spent  on  earth  he  was 
seen  three  times  in  the  sanctuary  ;  and  his  tremulous 
voice  was  heard  for  the  last  time  in  public,  as  he  offered 
the  principal  prayer  in  the  afternoon.  He  became  sick  and 
feeble  the  next  morning  ;  the  disease  increased  from  day 
to  da}',  until,  a  little  before  sunrise  on  Friday,  his  spirit 
took  its  upward  flight.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eight3'-five 
years  ;  having  preached  the  gospel  with  but  very  little 
interruption  for  a  period  of  sixty-four  years. 

His  funeral  solemnities  were  attended  by  his  bereaved 
and  weeping  flock,  and  by  a  large  number  of  other  per- 
sons, in  this  house,  on  the  Monday  following  his  decease; 
when  a  solemn  and  appropriate  discourse  was  preached  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Crowell,  of  Essex.  Text:  2  Tim.  iv,  7,  8.  "I 
have  fought  the  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I 
have  kept  the  faith  ;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but 
unto  all  them  also  who  love  his  appearing." 

The  prayers  on  that  mournful  occasion  were  offered  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Miitimore,  of  Newbury,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Webster, 
of  Hampton,  N.  H.,  two  venerable  servants  of  Christ, 
whose  spirits  are  now  associated  in  the  praises  of  heaven, 
with  the  spirit  of  him  who  a  little  before  them  ascended  to 
his  rest. 
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On  the  day  of  the  funeral  solemnities,  this  pulpit,  where 
the  deceased  servant  of  God  had  so  often  prayed  for  the 
afflicted,  and  had  so  often  comforted  the  wounded  heart, 
was  draped  in  mourning  These  galleries,  also,  wi  re  hung 
with  black  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of 
an  afflicted,  mourning  people. 

On  the  Sabbath  following  these  solemnities,  the  surviv- 
ing pastor  entered  this  house  with  a  sorrowful  heart;  and 
w^ith  a  deeper  sense  of  responsibility  than  had  ever  been 
felt  before.  He  had  not  known  previous  to  this  what  it  is 
to  stand  in  an  important  sense  alone,  having  no  counstlh^r 
in  a  time  of  perplexity,  no  consoler  in  a  time  of  despon- 
dency and  sorrow.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  ll  might 
his  heart  deeply  feel,  and  well  might  he  use  the  lai  guage 
of  Elisha  when  Elijah  was  parted  from  him  and  as'ven{ltd 
into  heaven  :  My  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel 
and  the  horsemen  thereof.  The  texts  on  this  Sabbath  were 
Rev.  xiv,  13,  "  And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  sa\ing 
unto  me,  write.  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord 
from  henceforth  :  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  the)  m a y  rest 
from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them." — 
Luke  xxiii,  28,  "  Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for 
me,  but  weep  for  yourselves  and  for  your  children." 

A  neat  marble  monument,  supported  by  six  pillars, 
marks  the  spot,  in  yonder  yard,  where  his  dubt  rcpusts. 
The  following  is  its  inscription  : 

In  Memory  of 
Rev.  JosKPH  Dana,  D.  D., 
for  sixty-two  years 
Minister  of  the  South  Church.      ^  . 
His  protracted  life   was  eminently 
devoted  to  the  (^ause  of   God  and  Man. 
As  a  preacher 
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he  was  evangelical,  instructive  and  faithful. 
As  a  pastor 
affectionate  and  devoted. 
In    all    the    relations  of  life 
a    pattern    of    Christian  virtue. 
He  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Conn.   Nov.  2,  O.  S.  1742. 
Graduated  at  Yale,  1760. 
Ordained  at  Ipswich.  Nov.  7,  1765. 
Received  as  Colleague  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Fitz,  June  28,  1826. 
Slept  in  Jesus  Nov.  16,  1827, 
aged  85  years. 

His  people  erect  this  monument  of  his  piety  and  worth 
and  of  their  unfailing  attachment  and  veneration. 

O  still  each  rising  sigh  that  would  repine 
Or  charge  the  Sovereign  Hand  with  wrong  ; 

Nor  let  us  thankless  to  thy  call  resign 
The  precious  blessing  lent  so  long. 

This  is  one  stanza  of  a  hymn,  written  by  Dr.  Dana  on 
the  death  of  Washington.  Little  did  he  think  when  he 
penned  it,  that  it  would  be  inscribed  on  his  own  tomb- 
stone, there  to  tell  of  the  feelings  of  a  bereaved  and  affec- 
tionate people. 

According  to  the  best  estimates  that  can  be  made,  the 
whole  number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred  since  the  for- 
mation of  this  societ3^  is  thirteen  hundred  ;  two  hundred 
and  seventy-four  during  the  seventeen  years  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ley's  ministry  ;  nine  hundred  during  the  sixty  years  of  Dr. 
Dana's  ministry  ;  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  since 
the  ordination  of  the  present  pastor. 

The  number  admitted  to  the  church  during  the  sixty 
years  of  Dr.  Dana's  ministry  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
The  number  of  admissions  since  the  settlement  of  the  pres- 
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ent  pastor,  is  one  hundred  and  thirty.  The  whole  number 
now  belonging  to  this  church,  is  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  number  of  families  belonging  to  this  society,  is  one 
hundred  and  sixty.  The  number  connected  with  the  Sab- 
bath School,  is  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

\\  e  dc  not  learn  from  any  source,  that  the  Church  was 
ever  so  large  as  at  the  present  time.  Probably  there  has 
never  been  a  period  in  the  history  of  this  Parish,  when  the 
institutions  of  religion  could  be  sustained  with  less  incon- 
venience. I  am  aware  that  this  Society  has  been  called  to 
make  unusual  efforts  for  several  years  ;  but  they  have 
never  been  discouraged.  Every  important  object  under- 
taken has  been  accomplished,  while  the  pecuniary  means 
have  at  the  same  time  been  increasing. 

In  view  of  the  past  and  in  view  of  the  present,  in  view  of 
the  blessing  of  a  kind  Providence  which  has  crowned  all 
your  laudable  efforts,  you  have  abundant  occasion  to  ^^a}-, 
with  hearts  overflowing  with  gratitude,  "  Hitherto  hath 
the  Lord  helped  us." 

You,  as  a  people,  my  hearers,  have  now  come  to  an 
interesting  period  in  your  history.  Till  about  twelve 
years  since,  you  knew  but  one  individual  as  your  minister. 
Death  has  removed  him  to  his  glorious  inheritance  above, 
and  thus  this  tender  relationship  has  been  dissolved.  You 
have  known  until  this  day  but  one  house  of  worship, 
which  you  called  yours.  About  to  dissolve  this  connec- 
tion, we  have  naturally  been  led  to  glance  at  the  past.  In 
doing  this  we  seem  to  have  been  conversing  with  the  dead. 
Those  who  have  composed  this  church  and  society  for 
three  successive  generations,  have  passed  away  from  the 
scenes  in  which  we  are  still  engaged.  Thirteen  hundred 
persons,  a  far  larger  number  than  have  ever  assembled 
together  in  this  house,  have  dropped  away,  one  after  an- 
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Other,  and  have  taken  up  their  abode  in  that  house  ap- 
pointed for  all  the  living.  The  venerable  men  who  minis- 
tered at  this  altar  have  finished  their  work  and  gone  to 
their  reward.  Many  who  have  surrounded  this  communion 
table,  who  have  occupied  that  singing  gallery,  who  have 
sat  in  these  pews,  are  now  mingling  in  the  realities  of  an- 
other world.  The  gospel  they  will  hear  no  more.  The 
changes  of  earth  which  we,  who  a  little  longer  wait,  ex- 
perience, affect  not  them.  O  if  they  could  come  to  us  from 
the  eternal  world,  if  they  could  speak  to  us  as  they  spake 
while  here,  what  would  they  say  ?  Would  they  not  tell 
us  of  the  amazing  importance  of  a  probationary  period,  of 
the  value  of  Sabbaths  and  sanctuary  privileges,  of  the 
preciousness  of  truth,  of  the  worth  of  the  soul,  of  the  sol- 
emnities of  an  eternal  state  I  Would  they  not  urge  us  to 
rise  above  this  world  and  to  prepare  for  those  uncounted, 
those  unwasting  ages  that  lie  before  us. 

Many  solemn  reflections  crowd  on  our  minds  at  this  in- 
teresting hour.  We  break  a  connection  that  has  existed 
from  our  childhood.  In  this  house  we  first  mingled  with 
the  solemn  assembly  of  public  worshippers.  Here  man}^ 
of  us  were  dedicated  to  God  in  the  sacred  ordinance  of 
baptism.  Here  some  of  us  have  in  the  presence  of  God, 
of  angels  and  of  men,  taken  the  vows  of  the  church  upon 
us.  Tears  we  shed  at  bidding  farewell  to  this  venerable 
house.  When  it  shall  be  removed  from  our  sight,  the  place 
where  it  was  located  will  be  endeared.  The  passing  stran- 
ger will  be  told  where  it  stood  ;  he  will  be  pointed  to  the 
spot  over  which  this  pulpit  was  erected  in  which  for  more 
than  sixty  years  the  venerable  Dana  wept,  and  prayed, 
and  entreated  men  to  turn  to  God  and  live  ! 

The  removal  of  this  ancient  house  is  among  the  provi- 
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deiitial  events  which  are  fitted  to  remind  ns  of  the  fact 
that  nothing  abides.  Our  earthly  temples  we  leave.  But 
God  is  the  Sanctuary,  the  everlasting  Dwelling  Place  of 
his  people.  And  in  the  exercise  of  filial  confidence  we 
say  with  the  apostle:  "We  know  that  if  our  eat^ily 
house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a  br.ild- 
ing  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens." 


HYMNS    TO    BE  SUNG 

The  Last  Day  of  Assembling  in  the  Old  Meeting  House 
of  the  South  Parish,  Ipswich,  Mass.,  Dec.  31,  1837. 

Hymn  I. 

By  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  Dana,  D.  D.,  written  for  the  Sixtieth  Anniversary  of 

his  Ordination, 

Ye  lovely  hills  and  plains, 

And  thou  soft  flowing  stream, 
Where  God  our  lot  ordains, 
Where  Jesus  is  our  theme  : 
Be  lovely  still  ;  and  witness  here 
The  parting  sigh,  the  falling  tear. 

Grant  us,  O  God  of  love, 

To  meet  and  part  no  more  ; 
May  Christ  and  things  above, — 

Till  this  frail  life  is  o'er,— 
Employ  our  thoughts,  our  hearts  refine. 
And  train  us  to  a  life  divine» 


Blest  be  that  wondrous  grace 
Which  gives  such  hope  to  man, 
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And  bids  the  World  embrace 
Salvation,  while  it  can; 
O  then  relent;  to  God  return; 
Own  Christ  ;  and  into  Life  be  born. 

How  precious  is  that  hope 

Which  "runs  the  heavenly  road  ;" 
And  keeps  its  courage  up 
By  living  near  to  God  ! 
Grant  this,  O  Lord,  nor  let  me  be 
Ashamed  of  all  my  hope  in  Thee. 

But,  O  the  blissful  thought, — 

How  great  does  that  appear  ! — 
Salvation  nearer  brought 
By  each  revolving  year  ! 
Grant  this,  dear  Lord,  this  we  implore  ; 
And  may  our  souls  be  roused  the  more. 


HYMN  II. 

Farewell  to  an  Ancient  Church. 

Mrs.  Lydia  H.  Sigourney. 
Farewell,  thou  consecrated  dome. 

Whence  prayer  and  chant  and  anthem  rose, 
Whose  walls  have  given  meek  Hope  a  home, 

And  tearful  Penitence  repose. 

Here  gathered  round  their  Shepherd  guide 

A  flock  to  the  Redeemer  dear. 
While  praise,  in  full  responsive  tide. 

Soared  heavenward  to  its  native  sphere. 
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And  duly  here  has  childhood's  train 
Bowed  to  Instruction's  mildest  sway. 

But  were  those  ceaseless  lessons  vain  ? 
The  page  of  doom  alone  can  say. 

Here  many  a  brow  in  beauty's  prime, 
Hath  faded  like  the  rose-tinged  cloud  ; 

And  many  a  head  grown  white  with  time, 
That  towered  in  manhood's  glory  proud. 

Oh  !  if  from  yon  celestial  place, 

Bright  bands  regard  a  world  like  this, 

Here  many  a  sainted  soul  may  trace 
The  birthplace  of  its  endless  bliss. 

With  tenderest  recollections  fraught, 
How  do  these  parting  moments  swell ! 

Thou  ancient  nurse  of  Holy  thought, — 
Dear,  venerated  friend — Farewell  ! 

ORIGINAI.    HYMN.  III. 

Nathaniel  Lord,  Jr. 

O  Thou,  whose  uncreated  mind 

Fills  all  the  boundless  realms  of  space, 

By  time  or  distance  not  confined, 
Eternity  thy  dwelling  place  ! 

With  thee  a  thousand  of  our  years 
Are  but  as  yesterday  when  past ; 

To  thee  nought  old  or  new  appears, 
Thou  great  I  AM,  the  First,  the  Last! 

Thou,  Lord  earth's  corner  stone  didst  lay 
When  morning  stars  together  sung; 
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This  earth,  these  heavens  will  pass  away, 
Thy  power  endures  forever  young. 

But  what  is  man,  frail  child  of  dust  ? 

Age  follows  age,  like  wave  on  wave  ; 
One  moment  gives  him  life  at  first, 

Another  brings  him  to  the  grave. 

The  works  of  art  men  fondly  build 
Endure  but  a  few  fleeting  years  ; 

Our  lives  still  shorter,  sooner  filled. 
Our  earth  a  gloomy  vale  of  tears. 

Onr  lives,  our  works,  remain  awhile, 
Awhile  we  live,  anon  we  die  ; 

Our  works  of  plain  or  costly  style. 
Flourish,  and  soon  in  ruin  lie. 

Even  the  most  honorable  place 

By  man  erected,  must  decay  ; 
Each  fills  of  time  its  little  space, 

And  soon  it  vanishes  away. 

This  temple  by  our  fathers  reared, 
And  consecrated  to  the  praise 

Of  him  they  humbly  loved  and  feared, 
Has  filled  the  measure  of  its  days. 

Time-honored  friend,  with  thee  we  part. 
To  memory  thou  wilt  still  be  dear; 

Accept  the  tribute  of  the  heart, 

"  The  parting  sigh,  the  falling  tear." 

And  now,  farewell,  thou  holy  spot. 

Where  Dana  stood,  "dear  man  of  God  !" 
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Blest  people  tliey  who  have  their  lot 

On  ground  where  threescore  years  he  trod. 

O  may  his  Christlike  mantle  fall 
On  every  one  who  takes  his  place  ; 

And  ministers  and  people  all 

Share  double  portions  of  his  grace. 

Farewell,  farewell,  these  hallowed  walls 
Where  Memory  will  delight  to  dwell  ! 

On  us  the  mournful  duty  falls 

To  bid  the  last  Farewell!  Farewell! 


DEDICATION    OF    THE    NEW  HOUSE. 

The  Record  of  Rev.  Daniel  Fitz: 

The  Dedication  of  the  new  house  took  place  the  next 
day,  being  January  i,  1838.  The  Sermon  on  that  occasion 
was  preached  by  the  Pastor,  [Rev.  Daniel  P'itz,]  from  Nu  : 
ix,  17,  "In  the  place  where  the  cloud  abode,  there  the 
children  of  Israel  pitched  their  t-uis." 

Rev.  Moses  Sawyer,  Prayer  of  Invocation. 
Mr.  Holbrook,  of  Rowley,  Read  the  Scriptures. 
Mr.  Crowell,  of  Essex,  Prayer  before  Sermon. 
Sermon,  Rev.  Daniel  Fitz. 

Dr.  Daniel  Dana,  of  Newburyport,  Dedicatory  Prayer. 
Rev.  D.  T.  Kimball,  Ipswich,  Last  Prayer, 
Mr.  Kelly,  of  Hamilton,  Benediction. 

Thus  the  joyful,  solemn  scenes  closed. 
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COPY   OF   vSETTiNG   OFF   YE    SOUTH  PARISH. 

Eighth    of    December,    A.    D.  1725. 
At  a  lyCgal  Meeting  of  the  First  [Parish]  in  Ipswich, 
November  ye  17th,  A.  D.    1725.    Colol.  John  Appleton, 
Moderator  : 

Voted,  That  Thos  Berry,  Esq'r,  Sam'l  Wallls,  jun'r, 
Mr.  Edward  Eveleth,  Capt.  Dan'l  Rindge,  Serg't  Diling- 
ham  Caldwell,  Mr.  Thos  Norton,  lyieiit.  Robt  Lord,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Fellows,  Mr.  Danl  Appleton,  Mr.  John  Choate, 
lyieut.  Nath'l  Hart  &  Mr.  John  Baker,  be  &  hereby  are 
Chosen  and  appointed  a  Com'tee  to  Consider  of  a  Petition 
that  is  now  presented  by  sundry  Inhabitants  of  this  Parish 
&  make  Report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Parish,  what 
in  their  Opinion  may  be  best  to  accommodate  the  Petition- 
ers and  the  whole  Parish,  under  their  present  Circumstan- 
ces. A  true  Copy  of  Record  Exam'd 

P       Thos  Norton,    Pa  :  Cler: 

At  a  Legal  Meeting  of  the  First  Parish  in  Ipswich  held 
by  adjournment  the  Eighth  of  December,  A.  D.  1725. 

Voted,  That  when  and  so  soon  as  the  Petitioners  or  a 
major  part  of  the  Proprietors  or  Inhabitants  on  the  South 
Side  t)e  River  have  Erected  &  Built  a  publick  Meeting- 
House  on  the  South  Side  the  River  &  have  the  Word  of 
God  there  publickly  Preached  and  do  Acquitt  their  Inter- 
est in  this  meeting  House  on  ye  North  side  the  River, 
Then  they  the  Petitioners  on  the  South  Side  the  River 
with  as  many  of  the  Prop'rs  &  Inhabitants  living  on  the 
South  Side  the  River,  as  shall  See  Cause  to  Joyn  with 
them.  And  all  those  that  may  Regularly  &  Legally  be 
Obtained  to  Joyn  with  them  in  Building  sd  meeting  House 
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or  in  Calling,  Settleing  &  maintaining  a  minister  with 
them  that  shall  with  their  Lands  &  Estates  on  the  South 
Side  the  Riveras  also  all  skirts  and  Pieces  of  Land  belong- 
ing to  Out  Town  Persons  in  the  First  Parish  in  Ipswich  be 
Sett  off  to  become  a  Seperate  &  Distinct  Parish,  and  shall 
be  Freed  &  Exempted  from  paying  to  any  Parish  Rates  & 
Taxes  here  on  the  North  Side  the  River,  of  what  Nature 
&  Kind  soever  :  Excepting  the  Rev'd  Mr.  John  Rogers, 
our  Pastor,  should  be  unable  to  Preach  the  Gospel  to  this 
Parish,  at  least  half  the  usual  Time,  which  if  he  be  unable 
to  do,  then  the  Inhabitants  now  of  this  Parish,  to  be  Sett 
off  as  abovesd,  shall  be  at  &  bear  their  just  Proportion  of 
his  maintainance. 

2dly  Voted,  That  if  it  should  so  happen  that  the  Farmes 
belonging  to  Maj'r  Symonds  Eppes,  Esq'r,  commonly 
known  by  the  Name  of  Castle  Hill  &  Neck  ;  The  Farm 
belonging  to  the  Heirs  of  Governour  Saltonstall  &  others 
in  the  Improvement  of  John  Day  ;  The  Farm  belonging  to 
the  Heirs  of  Col'l  John  Denison,  Esq'r,  in  the  Improve- 
ment of  Thomas  Smith  ;  The  Farm  belonging  to  John 
Wainwright,  Esq.,  in  the  Improvement  of  John  Smith  & 
his  Sons  ;  The  Farm  known  by  the  Name  of  Henchman's 
Farm,  in  the  Improvement  of  Nath'l  Burnum  ;  and  the 
Farm  of  Colo'l  Samuel  Appleton's  Heirs,  in  the  Improve- 
ment of  Edward  Webber;  should  not  See  Cause  to  Joyn 
with  yt  sd  Petitioners  either  in  Building  their  sd  meeting 
House  or  in  Calling  &  Settleing  a  minister  with  them,  but 
Remain  with  the  First  Parish  in  Ipswich,  and  pay  their 
Dues  there.  Then  &  so  long  as  they  Remain  to  pay  Parish 
Dues  to  the  First  Parish  in  Ipswich,  All  the  Lands  Be- 
longing to  any  of  the  Petitioners,  or  to  any  Persons  thtt 
have  Joyned  8l  Annexed  themselves  to  them,  Lying  on  the 
North  Side  the  River,  and  in  their  immediate  Improve- 
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ment  either  by  Pasturing,  Tilling  or  Mowing,  shall  be 
Freed  &  Exempted  from  all  Parish  Rates  or  Taxes  what- 
soever, [Excepting  to  Mr.  Rogers  as  before.]  And  when 
&  so  soon  as  ye  above  mentioned  Farms  shall  be  Regu- 
larly Joyned  to  the  Petitioners  or  Parish  on  the  South  Side 
the  River,  Then  all  the  I^and  Lying  on  the  North  side  the 
River  shall  become  lyable  &  subject  to  all  Parish  Taxes 
there  without  any  Reserve  or  Exception. 

Attest  :    Samuel  Wallis,  s'r,  Pa  Clerk. 
•  A  true  Copy  Exam'd  Tho.  Norton,  Pa  Cler 

 o  

DR.    DANA'S  MEETING. 

Eliza  G.  D.  Powell. 

I  have  been  thinking  all  the  day. 
What  there  is  that  I  can  say 
To  little  friends  so  far  away  ? 

Perhaps  you*d  like  to  have  me  tell 
To  you,  to  dolly,  and  Mabel, 
A  story  in  a  simple  rhyme, 
About  my  little  girlhood's  time  : 

One  pleasant  Sabbath  day  in  June, 
When  Robin-red-breast  was  in  tune  ; 
And  Lucy  called  with  pleasant  greeting 
To  take  Eliza  out  to  meeting  ; 
Mama  was  pleased,  and  quickly  dressed 
Me  up,  in  what  she  called  my  best  : 
A  muslin  frock  with  broidery  round  ; 
With  plaided  sash  my  waist  she  bound  ; 
Then  pantalettes  and  stockings  neat. 
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And  red  moroccos  for  my  feet. 
I  seem  to  see  my  mothers  eye, 
As  smilingly  she  said,  **  Good-bye." 

Our  way  was  down  a  rolling  hill, 
(Save  birds  and  bell  the  day  was  still,) 
We  crossed  the  bridge,  where,  on  the  river 
I  watched  the  morning  sunbeams  quiver. 
At  length  in  open  space  of  green, 
The  old,  old  Meeting  House  was  seen. 

Within  I  saw  strange  things  and  new,  - 
But  felt  at  ease  when  in  the  pew,— 
So  like  a  room, — exactly  square. 
With  seats  around  and  centre  chair. 
The  seats  on  hinges  you  could  raise, 
To  stand  in  prayer  or  singing  praise. 
They  made  a  fearful  clatter  when 
Good  Doctor  Dana  said — Ame?i. 

There  was  a  gallery  for  the  few 
Who  did  not  own  a  lower  pew ; 
Atithingman  sat  with  the  boys, 
To  watch  them  if  they  made  a  noise. 

O'er  Doctor  Dana  and  his  book, 

A  large  box  hung  upon  a  hook,^ — ■ 

A  Sounding  Board  to  make  more  clear 

His  voice,  that  distant  ones  might  hear. 

I  was  afraid  that  it  would  fall, — 

So  large  the  box,  the  hook  so  smalL 

Before  a  seat  that  was  so  high 
It  seemed  to  me  to  reach  the  sky, 
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A  man  with  large  green  bag  in  hand, 
Came  and  with  singers  took  his  stand. 
Afterwards  I  learned  to  know 
He  had  bass-viol  and  a  bow  ; 
For  when  the  bow  across  the  string 
He  drew,  the  others  joined  to  sing. 

It  seemed  to  me  the  time  delayed. 

While  Doctor  Dana  preached  and  prayed  ; 

For  not  a  word  I  understood, — 

I  wonder  now  if  I  was  good, 

And  sat  quite  still,  as  children  should? 

I  hope  this  story-letter  pleases 
The  little  ones  I  call  my  nieces; 
And  that  they  will  describe  to  me 
The  pleasant  things  they  chance  to  see. 
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